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Message

The professional management of the dead is essential to safeguarding the dignity of
deceased victims, contributing to restoring their identities, returning them to their
families, ensuring respectful disposition of their remains, and helping to reduce the
suffering of communities traumatized by disaster events. The proper management
of the dead may also contribute to reducing the number of missing persons. All
victims deceased from disasters, both natural and man-made, require professional
and dignified management, regardless of whether they are known or unknown
victims and whether or not they are being sought by their families. The requirements
for the management of the dead from disasters may be additional to, or slightly
different from, those for the “day-to-day” management of the deceased. The
dignified management of the dead requires a comprehensive system with a robust
legal framework, clearly outlined and agreed procedures for all concerned actors,
and technical capacity in all relevant fields of expertise. The ICRC works with
governmental authorities and other local structures in many places around the
world to support development of relevant programs and build sustainable local
capacities to help ensure that the dead from disasters can be professionally
managed in a dignified manner.

The ICRC commends the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief, the
Government of Bangladesh in the development of these Guidelines on the
Management of the Dead from Disasters.These guidelines serve as a crucial first step
in developing a comprehensive plan for the country and clearly set forth a path for
proper planning and coordination. The ICRC looks forward to working further with
the Ministry and other actors in Bangladesh on the dignified management of the
dead and hopes all actors involved in the management of the dead will take up the
charge of adequate preparation for, and correct implementation of, the procedures
set forth in these guidelines and making them standard practice in Bangladesh for
the sake of the deceased, their families and society.

sl

Christine Cipolla
Head of Delegation
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
House 72, Road 18, Block J
Banani, Dhaka 1213, Bangladesh
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